


God preserves His people through
providential acts In ordinary life.



| lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does

my help come? The Lord will keep your going
out and your coming in from this time forth

and forevermore.
Psalm 121:7, 8 NASB



Esther - Week 4
For Such a Time as This



1. Mordecalr’s Plea for Help

Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open
square of the city in front of the king’s

gate, and Mordecai told him all that had
happened to him, and the exact sum of money
that Haman had promised to pay into the
king's treasuries for the destruction of the
Jews.




Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written
decree issued In Susa for their destruction,
that he might show it to Esther and explain it
to her and command her to go to the king to
beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of
her people. And Hathach went and told Esther
what Mordecal had said. Then Esther spoke
to Hathach and commanded him to go to
Mordecal and say,




“All the king's servants and the people of the
King's provinces know that if any man or
woman goes to the king inside the inner court
without being called, there is but one law—to
be put to death, except the one to whom the
King holds out the golden scepter so that he
may live. But as for me, | have not been called
to come in to the king these thirty days.”

Esther 4:6-11 ESV



2. Esther’s Challenge

And they told Mordecai what Esther had
said. Then Mordecai told them to reply to
Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the
King's palace you will escape any more than
all the other Jews.




For if you keep silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father's house will
perish. And who knows whether you have not
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

Esther 4:12-14 ESV



3. Esther Embraces the Challenge

Then Esther told them to reply to

Mordecali, “Go, gather all the Jews to be
found In Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf,
and do not eat or drink for three days, night or
day. | and my young women will also fast as
you do. Then | will go to the king, though it is
against the law, and if | perish, | perish.”

Esther 4:15-76 ESV



4. Esther Goes to the King

On the third day Esther put on her royal robes
and stood in the inner court of the king's
palace, in front of the king's quarters, while
the king was sitting on his royal throne inside
the throne room opposite the entrance to the
palace. And when the king saw Queen Esther
standing In the court, she won favor in his
sight, and he held out to Esther the golden
scepter that was in his hand.




Then Esther approached and touched the tip
of the scepter. And the king said to her, “What
is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It

shall be given you, even to the half of my
Kingdom.”

Esther 5:1-3 ESV



5. Esther’s Wise Plan

And Esther said, “If it please the Kking, let the
King and Haman come today to a feast that |
have prepared for the king.” Then the king
said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do
as Esther has asked.” So, the king and Haman
came to the feast that Esther had prepared.




And as they were drinking wine after the feast,
the king said to Esther, “What is your wish? It
shall be granted you. And what is your
request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it
shall be fulfilled.” Then Esther answered, “My
wish and my request is:




If | have found favor In the sight of the king,
and If it please the king to grant my wish and
fulfill my request, let the king and Haman
come to the feast that | will prepare for them,
and tomorrow | will do as the king has said.”

Esther 5:4-8 ESV



God preserves His people through
providential acts In ordinary life.



And now do not be distressed or angry with
yourselves because you sold me here, for God
sent me before you to preserve life.

(GGenesis 45:5 ESV



1. Recognize Your Value as an Instrument

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in
Your book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me, when as yet
there was none of them.

Psalm 139:16 ESV



Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?
And not one of them is forgotten before
God. Why, even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not; you are of more value
than many sparrows.

Luke 12:6-7 ESV



The sermon lasted only 10 minutes. It drifted
and wandered and made no point in an effort
to make several. But at the end, an
uncharacteristic courage settled upon the
man. He lifted his eyes and looked straight at
the boy and challenged: “Young man, look to
Jesus. Look! Look! Look!”...Did the challenge
make a difference? Let the boy, now a man,
answer. “l did look, and then and there the
cloud on my heart lifted, the darkness rolled
away, and at that moment | saw the sun.”




2. Seek to be Used Right Where You Are

The God who made the world and everything
In It, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live In temples made by man... And He made
from one man every nation of mankind to

live on all the face of the earth, having
determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place,




that they should seek God, and perhaps feel
their way toward Him and find Him. Yet He is
actually not far from each one of us.

Acts 17:24, 26-27 ESV



3. Be Willing to Lay Down Your
Life for Christ

| have not been called to come In to the king
these thirty days... 1 will go to the king, though
It I1s against the law, and if | perish, | perish.

Esther 4:11, 16 ESV



Give me liberty or give
me death.

Patrick Henry



This iIs my commandment, that you love one
another as | have loved you. Greater love has
no one than this, that someone lay down his
life for his friends.

John 15:12-13 ESV



To Embrace God’s Call for Such a Time as
This, We Must:

 Recognize your value as an instrument of
God

 Seek to be used right where you are

 Be willing to lay down your life for Christ



